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Climate Rescue of Wagga Inc. spokesperson Stephen James stated that although the federal
government has repealed the carbon tax, the government’s policy to reduce Australia’s greenhouse
gas emissions by at least 5% remains unchanged from that of the previous government. “A costeffective means is needed to achieve the reduction” said Mr James. “Further, the science indicates
that far deeper cuts are needed promptly.”
“Most economists believe that carbon pricing is the most efficient method for this, using either an
emissions trading scheme or a carbon tax.”
Mr James noted that about 50 other nations and states around the world have or will soon have
carbon pricing, mainly by means of emissions trading schemes. Carbon pricing is probably necessary
to achieve the reductions that climate science indicates are required. The carbon tax had
successfully reduced the emissions from the electricity sector by about 5 percent without much
impact on households or the economy. Australian households were reimbursed for the additional
costs resulting from the carbon tax. “I think Australians are going to be disappointed by how little
the repeal of the carbon tax benefits their household budgets.” he said.
“China has carbon pricing schemes in 7 provinces and has indicated it will move to a national
emissions trading scheme. India’s new government has just doubled the tax on coal and has set out
plans for ambitious deployment of solar energy. The USA has had two successful long-standing
emissions trading scheme involving a number of states and has outlined plans to cut power
emissions by 30 per cent nationally through executive orders.” said Mr James.
For more information please contact Stephen James, Climate Rescue of Wagga Inc., 0429 653 968
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The Climate Commission said that by 2013, 33 countries and 18 sub-national jurisdictions will have a
carbon price in place. These schemes could be expected to cover around 850 million people, around
30 per cent of the global economy and around 20 per cent of global emissions.
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The site gives numerous links to study and summarises “The scientific opinion on climate change is
that the Earth's climate system is unequivocally warming, and it is more than 90% certain that
humans are causing it through activities that increase concentrations of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere, such as deforestation and burning fossil fuels.”

